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Dear LBN Readers,

For a number of years already in the minds of
many Lithuanian people the birth of Jesus Christ
is led by the famous tune of the Coca-Cola com-
pany in the Christmas promotional clips. The
elderly lady and her grandchild are sitting in a
gloomy and apparently cold house that is sud-
denly lit by the light coming from the outside. In a
few seconds, we hear the music and see that
wonderful caravan of Coke’s trucks coming into
the village. The light of their entire paraphernalia
gives, it seems, a new impetus for the life of the
villagers. Everything suddenly becomes beautiful
and shiny: houses, streets, and even faces of the
people.

This picture is more or less representative of the
messianic expectations triggered in the people’s
minds in the countries of developing capitalism.
As Lithuania has just joined the NATO and is
expecting to join EU in the year 2004 this vision
of what Lithuania needs in her 13th year of inde-
pendence becomes obvious. Recently visiting
Lithuania for the first time in the history of
American presidents, George W. Bush seemed
to embody such messianic figure in the dreams
of many Lithuanians.

What about the Messiah?
This observation of the christs of our culture is

“always Coca-Cola...”?

not foreign to most of us. One of the greatest
challenge to our churches today is the lack of
alternative outlook to the values upheld by our
societies. Too often our Christ resembles the
affluent christ of bourgeois middle-class families’
understanding of Christianity.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer's Nachfolge Christiin the
time of menace of Hitler's armies is equally valid
in today’s onslaught of consumerist culture
through media, education & even charity. GM

seed in Africa is perceived as one of such at- %
tempts of importing these “values” into this conti-

nent of multiple cultures and their formative
narratives.

So, as we anticipate the re-enacting of the birth
story of our Lord Jesus Christ, let us also be
sober of the competing christs of the culture. By
that we do not mean sectarianism as the means
to remain pure and undefiled by the sinful world.
Rather we encourage all to adopt the same
attitude as that of apostle Paul who saved the
passengers of the sinking ship on the way to his
trial in Rome by taking the prophetic, pastoral
and pioneering stand in the face of the dangers
of annihilation. He opened a new life for many of
them at the price of self-sacrifice and for the
sake of the “God so loved the world.”

Blessed Christmas to all. LBN
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A ﬁ this year...
THIS YEAR: cessful beginning and provision of necessary help smaller churches in difficult moments.
- On the 20th of January we dedicated a funds that we still lack. We have invite_d Dr. We havg discove.red t.hat we nged to begin
new building of the SiluteFree Christian Parush Parushev, the Director of Applied .The- considering the S|tuat|o.n.c.)f retired pastors.
Church in the town of Silute, not far from ology programme.at IBTS, to dehver.the first We sense our responsibility for these peo-
the boarder with Kaliningrad; series of lectures in the field of practical theol- ple who.fa|thfully served through the Soviet
i L . ) ogy in the Central-Eastern European context. occupation period and lost a lot of their
- On first of April in Klaipeda our Union Another set of lectures will be presented later  social benefits because of the nature of
Song Festival “Cantate” took place. 250 by the Revd Keith G. Jones, the current Rector  their work. Some may not even have a
people came to hear songs and hymns of IBTS, in the area of Baptist identity. We ex-  family to support them. Current govern-
sung in various languages and represent-  hect this to take place at the end of May/ ment will not take any responsibility for the
ing different musical traditions; beginning of June; deeds of the Communist time.
- In April and May we have ordained two _ Apqut the same time we hope to launch the - Modestas Gaubas, a former student at
pastors, Arturas Rulinskas for the ministry  gapyist & Anabaptist Research Centre (BARC).  Moscow Seminary of Evangelical Chris-
in Vilnius Free Christian Church and This unique enterprise was designed to fill in tians, started his full time ministry in a i}
Vladimir Stasenko for the ministry in the the vacuum of historical knowledge about the small congregation of 21 people on the

Russian speaking Bapist congregation in ife of Radical believers of our region. The first  west-coast in the town of Silute. As this

Visaginas; objective of the Centre will be the sorting out of  church is not able to fully support their

- A group of Swedish pastors led by many archive materials that were being col- minister, we are trying to help with some

Tomas Arvidson of the Swedish Baptist lected through the years. In the coming two funds. In agreement with the Brazilian

Union visited us on their annual trip to years we plan to prepare enough materials for Baptists we have arranged some support

Lithuania; the publication of the history of the Radical for him. There is still a lack of funds to
%W 1st through 5th we held our annual Reformation in Lithuania anq the neighbouring cover the growing needs for this mission.

Union youth camp drawing young people countries. Ms Ruta Lyseqkaﬂe, our soon-to- Th_ey have recently moved into their new

of different ages together for the time of gradgate Magter stude.nt in Baptist & Anabap- building and we expect the growth of work

fellowship and leaming. About sixty peo- .t|stth|story. will be leading the start of this pro- in this town.

ject;

ple attended camp this year;

-At the end of September we a had a
series of evangelistic concerts with group

- Another student in Certificate in Applied The- THANK YOU:
ology programme at IBTS joined the Lithuanian )

“Cmire? : team there from September. Sandra Daktaraite  -Bristo Bapist Church of Edinburgh, Scot-
Cairos” from Cuba. Latin sounds of th I .
S o e is a third year student of theology at the depart-  1and for their limited but very timely and

music were not unfamiliar to the people ment of Evangelical Theology in Klaipeda Uni- needed involvement in supporting the min-

who are used to Latin American sou ) ) RS
4 i\\-ﬁvsny. She took an academic leave to have istry in Silute.

operas! This familiarity attracted man ! g . iy )
P y y is special academic and spiritual experience -Central Baptist Church, Luton, Bedford-

eople to the concerts were the Gospel , ,
\F/)vaspshared during and after the perfgrm- of becoming a part of IBTS community for the shire, UK for their contribution to the Youth
next nine months. Camp in July.

ances; ; . -
. - - We seek vour praver suoport for our mission  -1he Revd Michael Banfield, Chaplain in
“Finally, we were glad to have been visit in the town)sl, of P?ret)i/nga aﬁz Palanga. We hope  the Luton Airport, UK for his heartfelt inter-

[ ith faithful friends and sup- . . - . .
ggrtvglrs GUZ(;)r;re ?Zlam%btralﬁr;ro%aa Isr:IF;md to start a new church in this area and need est in Baptist work in Lithuania and a gift to
Joel Costa from Brazil. Helmut Freimann {unds for a Lithuanian missionary family which the young people towards their Camp

’ has already started working there. We have needs.

from G teph tt-P U L ,
f:gm ngaggi/t;ns ephen Scott-Pearson entered into the partnership with Brazilianand ~ ~The Baptist Union of Great Britain for their
' Swedish Baptist Unions to support this mission. ~ SuPPort in our efforts to begin the Baplist &
PLEASE PRAY FOR: Anabaptist Research Center (BARC) in
Klaipeda, the historical place of Baptist life
OUR NEEDS: and mission in Eastern & Central Europe.
- The Baptist Union of Scotland for their

- In the Annual Conference of our Union
in October 2002, a new Union Council
and Chairman were appointed. The Revd - Scholarships for our students at the Bible

Albertas Latuzis was again elected to School (NEBI) are needed. When fully devel- sincere interest and financial help in start-

serve as a Union President (Chairman) oped, we estimate a need of approximately ing BARC; . .

for the period of three years. We ask for 3000 US$ / 3200 Euros per year to run the -Br. Peter Gehri from Switzerland for his

your prayers for him and all the Council school with approximately 30 students on long and significant support enabling us to
et o e o o s oo ety e
important areas of Baptist life in Lithua- - We are looking for the help of 1500 US$/ Februar?/ is%ue of LBN) !
nia, 1620 Euros for the Union youth camp in 2003; '

- From February 2003 we hope to start - Most churches struggle in one way or another | gy

our Non-residential Evangelical Bible with sustaining their ministers. To help these

’ School (NEBI). Please pray for a suc- needs we have established a Pastoral Fund to



